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The Importance of Reading



1.8 million words encountered 

per year for 20 minutes reading 

each day …



Educational Impact of 

Reading
• Reading for pleasure is more important for children's cognitive 

development than their parents' level of education and is a more 
powerful factor in life achievement than socio-economic background. 

• There is a difference in reading performance equivalent to just over 
a year's schooling between young people who never read for 
enjoyment and those who read for up to 30 minutes per day. 

• Children who read books often at age 10 and more than once a 
week at age 16 gain higher results in maths, vocabulary and spelling 
tests at age 16 than those who read less regularly. 

• DfE analysis suggests that if all pupils in England read for 
enjoyment every day or almost every day, the boost to Key Stage 2 
performance would be the equivalent of a rise of eight percentage 
points in the proportion achieving the expected standard.

source: https://readingagency.org.uk/about/impact/002-reading-facts-1/

https://readingagency.org.uk/about/impact/002-reading-facts-1/


Educational Impact of 

Reading

Children who read more and more widely:

• have better vocabularies

• have better spelling

• have a better understanding of a wider 

range of subjects

• are better writers 

• are better able to understand concepts in 

other areas of the curriculum



What is this all about?





Importance of Reading 

Comprehension

Reading comprehension relies heavily on 

background knowledge and vocabulary. We 

need to know around 95% of the words in a 

text in order to comprehend it. You can 

practise prediction all you like, but unless 

you know what the words mean and how 

they fit together, you won’t comprehend 

what you read. 



Almost all stories draw on a finite number of 
patterns, characters and plots. The more of 
these that children are exposed to, the 
quicker they will recognise them. 

A question about a character’s motives or 
behaviour is easier to answer if you have 
encountered similar motives and behaviours 
in other books.



Background knowledge is the main driver of 

language comprehension. Increase the 

background knowledge and you increase 

the chances of comprehension.



A reading journey 

through school...

Reception: 

• Learn basic phoneme-grapheme correspondence (i.e. the /s/ sound and 
how that looks when written down) 

• Learn first words 

• Begin and understand to read simple stories 

• Learn an increasing number of phonemes and graphemes 

Key Stage 1:

• Learn the full range of phonemes (44) and common graphemes used to 
represent them for the English Language 

• Read longer texts more fluently eventually eliminating the need to ‘sound 
out words’ 

• Show understanding of simple plots and comment on the action of 
characters 

• Show understanding of words encountered in reading and begin to 
comment on why particular words may have been used



A reading journey 

through school...

Key Stage 2 
Further broaden their knowledge of the range of 

graphemes used to represent sounds in English 

Read longer texts (novels) that require sustained 

concentration

Show understanding of more complex plots, the actions of 

characters and comment on the author's intent 

Make inferences and deductions on the basis of events and 

actions



Expected Standard at the 

end of Reception

Pupils can read and understand simple 

sentences. 

They can use phonic knowledge to decode 

regular words and read them aloud accurately. 

They can also read some common irregular 

words. 

They can demonstrate understanding when 

talking with others about what they have read.



End of Year 2 

Expected Standard
The pupil can:

• read accurately most words of two or more syllables 

• read most words containing common suffixes 

• read most common exception words.

In age-appropriate books, the pupil can:

• read words accurately and fluently without overt sounding and 
blending, e.g. at over 90 words per minute 

• sound out most unfamiliar words accurately, without undue 
hesitation.

In a familiar book that they can already read accurately and 
fluently, the pupil can:

• check it makes sense to them 

• answer questions and make some inferences on the basis of 
what is being said and done.



End of Year 6 

Expected Standard
Pupils can:

• read age-appropriate books with confidence and fluency 
(including whole novels) 

• read aloud with intonation that shows understanding work out 
the meaning of words from the context 

• explain and discuss their understanding of what they have 
read, drawing inferences and justifying these with evidence 

• predict what might happen from details stated and implied 
retrieve information from non-fiction 

• summarise main ideas, identifying key details and using 
quotations for illustration 

• evaluate how authors use language, including figurative 
language, considering the impact on the reader 

• make comparisons within and across books.



Example SAT question



Example SAT question



Example Answer



How can you support reading at 

home?

1. Provide time and space for reading each day 
(bedtime is ideal as reading is a great ‘settling and 
calming’ activity); 

2. Visit the local library; 

3. Read to your children; 

4. Read yourself - be a role model for reading; 

5. Encourage activities that require reading e.g. 
cooking or building construction kits; 

6. Talk about books and authors; 

7. Chat with your child’s class teacher if you are 
struggling to get them to read at home - we can help!



Our new Reading Challenge: 

Book Bingo



“If you are going to get anywhere in life, you 

have to read a lot of books!” 

Roald Dahl



The Importance of Oracy in 

Reading and Writing

Through being involved in spoken dialogues from 

their earliest years, children learn how both the 

world, and language, work. They learn how other 

people make sense of the world, how language is 

used to reason about causes and effects, how 

emotions and identities are expressed, and how to 

work together to solve problems and get things 

done.



“Writing floats on a sea of talk”
Britton 1970

Writing is underpinned by speaking, and pupils 
here are encouraged to use ambitious 
vocabulary in their speech and writing. 

Speaking is at the heart of all learning, and 
adults need to model ambitious vocabulary 
through play. This is particularly important for 
those children for whom English is not their first 
language. 

Children need to be encouraged to ask why 
things happen and to explain their thinking. 



The Importance of Reading

for Writing



The Importance of Stories

for Writing.



Reflection Time

‘The most proficient writers in any class are always the 

readers.’
Research from the Oxford University Press found that nearly 100% of 

the teachers surveyed believe reading and storytelling enables children 

to be more creative writers. Despite reading levels actually improving, 

attainment in writing is not progressing as strongly, largely because of 

children’s inability to re-tell a story. Children who are read tales at home 

build up a store of patterns and ideas which can be vital in developing 

their own stories.

We need to stimulate an interest in words and sentences because they 

lie at the root of all writing.

"If you want to be a writer then read, read, read.

Meagre reading produces thin writing.” (Pie Corbett)



The Aim of the National 
Curriculum for English - Writing

• transcription (spelling and handwriting)

• composition (articulating ideas and structuring them 

in speech and writing)

‘It is essential that teaching develops pupils’ competence in 

these 2 dimensions. In addition, pupils should be taught 

how to plan, revise and evaluate their writing.

Or think of it as plan, do, review. 



Writing at St Charles

Underpinning our writing:
• Exciting stimuli (books, film, art, writers, drama, songs), and cross 

curricular

• Sharing of ideas

• Modelling writing

• Planning and story mapping

• Drafting and editing

• Oral rehearsal and oral revision (please  encourage this at home too).

• Aids to support the writing process e.g. use of letter and word mats and 

banks, handwriting paper, statutory word lists

• Re-reading, proof reading

• Peer assessment and Must Haves

• Focus on presentation (pen license, lined paper, handwriting practice)

• Writing for a purpose and an audience

• Spelling, vocabulary, grammar and punctuation

• Teacher feedback



• Something Fishy – a stimulus for writing 

from the Literacy Shed.

Something Fishy - a fantasy story

https://www.literacyshed.com/something-fishy.html


Early Years

Early writing:
This begins with young children ‘pretending’ to write by 
making marks on paper, in sand, with water, large scale and 
small scale. This progresses, with the learning of letter 
sounds, to more accurate representations.



Early Years

Early Learning Goal by the end of Reception

Writing: Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match 
their spoken sounds. They also write some irregular common words. They write 
simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. Some words are 
spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible. 



Year 1 Writing Objectives

at the expected standard by Year end 

(Plan, do, review.)

Pupils should be taught to write sentences by: 

• saying out loud what they are going to write about 

• composing a sentence orally before writing it 

• sequencing sentences to form short narratives 

• re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense

• discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils

• read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers 
and the teacher leaving spaces between words 

• joining words and joining clauses using and

• beginning to punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full 
stop, question mark or exclamation mark

• using a capital letter for names of people, places, the days of the 
week, and the personal    pronoun ‘I’ 



Our writing in Year 1 MUST HAVE
The correct letter shapes. 

Use your letter mat to help 
you.
Clear and careful writing.

Read your work back.
Spelling Year 1 words correctly.

Use your word mat and 
tricky word display to help you.



Year 1 Writing sample



Year 2 Writing objectives 

at the expected standard by year end

(Plan, do, review.)



Our writing in Year 2 MUST HAVE
Capital letters to start sentences, for the 
word I and proper nouns. 
Shape upper and lower case letters 
correctly and use spaces between words.

Use your letter mat to help you.
Spell Year 2 words correctly.

Use your word mat and tricky 
word display to help you.



Year 2 Writing sample



Year 3/4  Writing objectives 

at the expected standard by year end

(Plan, do, review).
Pupils should be taught to plan their writing by:

 discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to 
understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar

 discussing and recording ideas 

 composing and rehearsing  sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively 
building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures

 organising paragraphs around a theme

 in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot 

 in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices(for examples headings 
and  sub-headings

 evaluate and edit by:

assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting 
improvements.

proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including  the 
accurate use of pronouns in sentences. 

• proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors

• read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate 
intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear.



Our writing in Year 3 MUST HAVE
Correct use of exclamation marks, 
question marks, commas in lists and 
apostrophes for contractions. 
Writing on the line with the correct size 
and letter direction.

Spelling days of the week and 
months of the  Year correctly.

Copying accurately from the 
board or worksheet.



Year 3 Writing sample

To insert



Our writing in Year 4 MUST HAVE
Some form of speech in your writing. 
Joined cursive handwriting.

Suffixes added to words correctly.
Remembering to apply the spelling rules
e.g. removing the e before adding ing.

Year 4 statutory Spellings.



Year 4 Writing sample

To insert



Year 5  Writing Objectives 

at the expected standard by year end

(Plan, do, review).
• recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal 

speech and writing.

• using the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause e.g. I 

had/have found a necklace.

• using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely. 

e.g. the paisley patterned tie with a Windsor knot….

• using modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility e.g. could, 

might, should-he could (verb) probably (adverb) help us a lot or I will (verb) 

definitely (adverb) call you tomorrow.

• using relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that 

e.g. I want to live in a place where there is lots to do or with an implied (i.e. 

omitted) relative pronoun e.g. the boy who was feeling very ill…the boy 

feeling very ill….Using some variety in subordinating conjunctions: because, 

if, which e.g. because the rain can damage their skin….which was 

strange…if she could…..



In your writing 

in year 5 you 

MUST:
•  use capital letters for names of people, places, days 
of the week and the personal pronoun ‘I’;

• correctly use question marks and exclamation 
marks;

• use commas to separate items in a list;

• use apostrophes to show where letters are missing 
and to mark singular possession in nouns;

• use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech;

• spell all KS1 key words correctly.



By the end of 

year 5 you also 

MUST:
•  use commas after fronted adverbials;

•  use inverted commas and other punctuation to  
indicate direct speech;

•  use apostrophes to mark plural possession;

• add –ed and -ing to verbs; -er and –est

to adjectives correctly;

•  use plural forms of nouns correctly;

•  spell majority of words from the Year 5 list 
correctly.



Year 5 Writing sample

To insert



Choice of words

• When writing, the choice of words is important:

• Ben went to bed

• vs

• Slowly, Ben lowered himself into the soft, cosy duvet

• What we look for

• V - vocabulary

• C - connectives

• O - openers

• P – punctuation



Barry went to the fish and chip shop.

• This is an independent clause.

• Children need to know what is the subject of the sentence and 

what the verb and noun is.(Year 1)

• We can then add an expanded noun phrase. (Year 2)

Any ideas?

Let’s practise!

Start with a simple sentence.



Expanded Noun Phrase

Barry went to the colourful fish and chip 

shop. OR

Barry went to the fish and chip shop with 

the bright neon sign outside.



Add conjunctions for time, place or 

cause

Barry went to the fish and chip shop with 

the bright neon sign outside.

Examples: when, before, after, while, so, 

because, although, if. (Year 3/4)

Can you add your own conjunction?



Conjunctions

Barry went to the fish and chip shop with 

the bright neon sign outside while his 

wife had a chat with friends.



Fronted Adverbials

Year 4/5

e.g. Later that day, slowly, before he 

knew it

Barry went to the fish and chip shop with 

the bright neon sign outside while his 

wife had a chat with friends.



Fronted Adverbials

Later that day, Barry went to the fish and 

chip shop with the bright neon sign 

outside, while his wife had a chat with 

friends.



Year 6 Writing Objectives

(Plan, do, review).



Our writing in Year 6 MUST HAVE
Brackets, commas dashes for parenthesis 
and the use of commas within a sentence. 
Legible, well-sized cursive handwriting with 
paragraphs.
Spellings – statutory spelling lists.



Year 6 Writing sample

To insert



How can you support writing at 

home?

and editing

- Writing lists, taking messages



Grammar website

The School Run - grammar glossary for 

parents

https://www.theschoolrun.com/primary-literacy-glossary-for-parents




Spelling and Punctuation

• There are spelling and punctuation expectations 
for each class and these form part of the expected 
standards for writing in each class.

• Difficulties include lazy texting (lol), TV 
programmes which contain lack of capital letters 
for names, incorrect spellings, American spellings 
and a lack of use of the correct (or any!) 
punctuation on our screens, TVs and phones.

• Please correct your children whenever you see 
incorrect spelling and punctuation.



Food for thought…



Thank you for your time
this evening. If you have 
time, please have a look 
at the work around the 
room and ask any 
questions you may have.


